
Badlands and Fox Hills Elementary Back to School Frequently Asked 
Questions 

 
Welcome back to all of our Wolves Families!  We have many changes to both of our schools’ 
logistics and configurations for this school year.  Fox Hills is our new elementary school located 
at 2610 Wolves Den Parkway. Our previous Watford City Elementary School has been renamed 
as Badlands Elementary at the same address of 300 3rd Street SE. Each of our boundaries are 
clearly defined and maps are available in the building offices as well as on our websites if you 
aren’t sure which school your student is to attend. Each elementary school is operating 
separately with its own website and resources, however, the programming and curriculum will 
be identical for all K-5 students in our school district regardless of the building. 
 
FAQ #1: Will I be able to come into the school with my student (1st-5th Grade) on the first 
day?  
Answer: No. Due to our 2020-2021 COVID-19 procedures, parents will not be able to come into 
our buildings with their student(s) on the first day of school, Tuesday, September 8th.  
 
FAQ #2: Will I be able to come into the school with my Kindergarten student on the first 
day?  
Answer: Yes. Kindergarten begins on Thursday, September 10th and parents/guardians will 
have the opportunity to bring their students into the building through Door 5 at Badlands 
Elementary, closest to the bus loop and Door 1 at Fox Hills Elementary. Parents will be given 15 
minutes on the first day only to assist their kindergarten children into the classroom, and exit the 
building by 8:30 AM.  
 
FAQ #3: How will picking up and dropping off my student this year work?  
Answer: This year we will be utilizing the SchoolTron app for all pick ups. Please see the 
Schooltron tab section for more information on signing up for the app, and how to utilize this 
program: https://www.watford-city.k12.nd.us/domain/453 
In order to reduce congestion and close contact, you will drive through the arrival/dismissal 
area: Fox Hills door 7 and Badlands Door 4 (by the gym).  There will be staff to assist students 
in and out of cars. Please do not begin lining up for pickup any earlier than 2:50 PM. 
 
FAQ #4: Will there be Open Houses this year?  
Answer: No. We will be unable to have our normal Open Houses, however we will have a 
virtual building tour available online from each building in the near future and these will be 
posted on the building websites. 
 
FAQ #5: How will I sign my Kindergartener up for assessment?  
Answer: Watch for an email from your child’s teacher in the next few days that will contain a 
link to sign up for an assessment time on either September 8th or September 9th.  
 

https://www.watford-city.k12.nd.us/domain/453


 
FAQ #6: When is the Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting for Fox Hills?  
Answer: September 25th at 5pm. Please join us to visit our newest flagship school and view 
all of the state-of-the-art aspects of Fox Hills.  
 
FAQ #7: Will class lists be posted on the doors of the Elementary Schools like they 
usually are? 
Answer: No, they will not be posted on the school doors this year. If you did not attend 
returning student registration and receive your students tentative teacher there, please see the 
next FAQ.  
 
FAQ #8: I didn’t attend returning student registration or register my new student yet. 
What do I do?  
Answer: Stop in the appropriate Elementary School office ASAP this week between 8 AM 
- 4:30 PM. Fox Hills Elementary Office is currently located at the High School. Every 
student, new or returning, must complete the registration process this year. For returning 
students, it simply consists of a few forms to update. If you absolutely cannot make it in this 
week, we will send the necessary documents home with your student on the first day and you 
can call to find out who your student’s tentative teacher is.  
 
FAQ #9: I can’t get logged in to add money to my student’s lunch account. What’s going 
on?  
Answer: We are using a new system this year. Please visit this Food Services page to set up 
your account and add funds: https://www.watford-city.k12.nd.us/Page/153 
 
FAQ #10: My student is riding the bus, how do I find out information about that?  
Answer: You can visit the Transportation section of our website to find the 20-21 Bus Rider 
Regulations, Rules, Cleaning Procedures and more: 
https://www.watford-city.k12.nd.us/Page/1339 
 
FAQ #11: What time does school start/end?  
Answer: Fox Hills and Badlands Elementary both begin school at 8:20 AM and dismiss at 3:10 
PM 
 
FAQ #12: Where do I find the Restart Plan/Health and Safety Plan/COVID-19 Resources?  
Answer: https://www.watford-city.k12.nd.us/domain/438 
 
FAQ #13: Can parents come into the front office?  
Answer: Yes. Parents and adults will be welcome in the office to drop off snacks, ask 
questions, or fill out any paperwork as needed.  Parents and adults will not be allowed to have 
lunch with their child or come down into the classroom. 
 
 

https://www.watford-city.k12.nd.us/Page/153
https://www.watford-city.k12.nd.us/Page/1339
https://www.watford-city.k12.nd.us/domain/438


 
FAQ #14: Can I bring/send snacks for my student’s classroom?  
Answer: Yes, but snacks must be individually wrapped and bought from stores; not 
homemade. These items will be handed out by the teacher who will wear gloves for all snacks 
being given to students. 
 
FAQ #15: How will bathroom breaks work?  
Answer: Students will continue to have additional bathroom breaks. Hand hygiene will be 
taught by our school nurse, who will come from class to class and make sure students are 
doing this correctly. Please practice this at home as well. 
 
FAQ #16: What about water bottles?  
Answer: Please put your students’ name on the bottle and fill it up before leaving for school. 
Water fountains at the school will be closed for safety reasons, however, students will be able to 
fill up their water bottles within their own classroom.  
 
FAQ #17: How will the cafeteria look?  
Answer: Students will be coming into the cafeteria to eat their breakfast and lunch. A hot lunch, 
as well as breakfast will be served in individual boxes. Milk will also be provided. Cohorts will sit 
together and there will be seating charts.  
 
FAQ #18: What is a cohort and why do we have them? 
Answer: Cohorts are teams of grade-level classes who work together, and participate in 
specials, recesses and lunches together. These two classes (based on location) will serve as 
specific units in case any contact tracing needed to be completed. 
 
FAQ #19: Will students be required to wear masks?  
Answer: In the green phase, no. If we move to the next phase, exact details can be found in 
the restart plan reference above in FAQ #12.  
 
FAQ #20: What will recess be like?  
Answer: Recesses will continue as before, with additional spaces for students to play in. 
Students will be allowed to play with their grade-levels and we have increased the amount of 
play areas in both Badlands and Fox Hills. We have scheduled recesses and additional 
recesses planned by each grade-level. 
 
FAQ #21: What will specials look like?  
Answer: Music, PE, Library, Counseling, Technology (STEM), Picture Perfect Science, Eureka 
Math, and other new curriculum will continue to be scheduled for your students in the same way 
we always have had. All specials will continually be offered and will be on the same schedule as 
every year. 
 
 



 
FAQ #22: WIN Groups (Differentiated Instruction)? 
Answer: Academic and Behavior Support will continue to be scheduled as prior years. All 
students will have access to support necessary to improve their success in the classroom and in 
social settings. Interventionists and Instructional Aides will push into the classrooms and assist 
in making our skill groups smaller for individual instruction. 
 
FAQ #23: Skills Assessment?  
Answer: Assessments will continue to be the same as in previous years. We will be using a 
variety of assessment types to make sure we are focusing on the skills each student needs, as 
well as the skills they have already mastered. These will be done individually as well as by 
grouping on the computer to identify needs. 
 
FAQ #24: Breaks?  
Answer: Backpacks and cold lunches will be part of the organization of the day. Lockers and 
cubbies will be utilized as well, just as we have done in the past. Students will have the 
opportunity to place all things in their lockers, and they will each be responsible for moving and 
placing their own things in the classroom areas. 
 
FAQ #25: I heard breakfast and lunch at the school is free to all students until December 
31st, is that true?  
Answer: Yes. Please review this document for more information: 
https://www.watford-city.k12.nd.us/Page/2002  
 
 
We looks forward to seeing our students again and if you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact the appropriate building: 
 
Fox Hills Elementary  
701-444-3626 Option #4 
 
Badlands Elementary 
701-444-3626 Option # 3 
 
 

https://www.watford-city.k12.nd.us/Page/2002

